
John Cropper, Media Editor 

The USPS has been dealing phi-
latelists a hand of low cards re-
cently and a mid-summer policy 
change made soaking used US 
stamps a difficult task. 

Details of this policy change was 
reported on page eight of the No-
vember 12 edition of Linnôs by Jay 
Bigalke. In a nutshell, the require-
ments for contractors to provide a 
water-soluble separation layer be-
tween the stampôs reverse and ad-
hesive when producing stamps 
was eliminated, effectively making 
recent issues as difficult to re-
move as (permanent) Avery la-
bels. 

While some have resigned them-
selves to collecting the affected 
issues (and their thick-inked 
predecessors issued in 2004, 05 and 06) on piece, I sought another solu-
tion; one that would separate a stamp from its piece without leaving resi-
due, damaging the stamp or creating a combustible workspace. 

In my search for that magical elixir, I investigated all manners of mineral 
spirits, industrial solvents and concoctions. Most either did not meet the 
safety requirements for protracted indoor use, required the use of safety 
equipment that didnôt play well with manipulating stamps or were ineffec-
tive at the task at hand. Craft-related adhesive cleaners tended to leave 
an oily residue in the paper fibers of the stamp. Industrial adhesive re-
movers worked better, but tended to weaken the paper fibers, making 
salvage of the stamp a challenge. 

In my frustration, I turned to a crafting expert (who also happened to be 
my mother) to see if there was a label adhesive remover that might fit the 
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Upcoming Events 

Thu 13th, 7:00 PM 

KY Stamp Club Meeting 

Memorial Baptist 
130 Holmes St 

Frankfort, Kentucky 

Mon 17th, 7:00 PM 

HCPS Meeting 
Lexington MPO  
1088 Nandino Blvd 

Lexington, Kentucky 

New Tools For The Philatelist?  

Collectors of recently-issued US stamps in 
used condition have been compelled to save 
them on piece, due in part to contractors 
making changes to the manufacturing proc-
ess. The solution above may provide a return 
to more conventional off-piece collecting. 



Linda Lawrence, Secretary 

Our November meeting provided an interesting change of pace. Susan Wright of the USPS arranged 
a great tour. Leslie Hawkins, Manager, Distribution Operations for the Lexington center led us from 
the dock where the mail is received, through the entire facility. An enormous place it is!  

After being received at the dock, the mail is sent through a large purple machine nick-named 
Barney. We couldnôt get close enough to the machinery to see the actual post marking, but the proc-
ess was described by which the detects the stamps, positions the envelope, reads the address and 
applies the spray on bar code. We watched envelopes being sorted and stacked. One area was said 
to process 36,600 pieces of mail per hour. In another area we were educated as to how the Priority 
MailÊ pieces are sorted and sent along their way. At the end of the tour we went to an office area 
where it was quiet enough for our members to ask questions. Susan gave all who took the tour a 
free insulated lunch bag with USPS printed on the side. She also donated some items that will be 
used for door prizes at future meetings. Thank you Susan! 

We did draw for our usual monetary door prize. Frances Brewer was not in attendance, so the De-
cember drawing will be worth $15.   

The club made a good showing. I am sure some folks did not attend due to the amount of walking 
that was required. Those who were present included Wayne A. Gnatuk, Brian Dendle and guest 
Claudine Travere, Chuck Craven and his daughter Donna, Buddy Coleman, Pat Ritchey, Jim 
Stull, Glenn Shields, John Cropper, Charles Helfrich, T.C. Christopher, James & Bea Norton, 
Don Hassall and his sons Joshua  & Daniel , Del-Rita Pemberton and Linda Lawrence . Prior to 
the tour Oscar Dee Dawahare and Julius Clark also came by, for a total of 21 philatelists. It was 
especially nice to see some interested youngsters. We hope they will return for some of our regular 
meetings. 

Our December 17th meeting will be our usual game, which involves the exchange of philatelic gifts. 
Please bring at least one item, philatelic in nature if possible, but anything will do. You can wrap it or 
not. If you forget, come anyway, as many of us bring an extra item to give away. The game involves 
a lot of trading, so donôt get too attached to the gift you first receive. You never know what you might 
end up with at the end of the meeting, but everyone gets something.  

Itôs a busy time of year, but we hope to see you all on December 17th! 

--- 

Itôs dues time again. If you receive this newsletter as a paper copy, there will be a payment 
envelope enclosed. Dues are still just $15 per year. If you get the emailed full-color version of 

the newsletter, please mail your dues to our treasurer:  

Mike Strother  Å  4677 Spring Creek Dr  Å  Lexington KY  40515-1506 

Please use a nice stamp. Perks for this job are few.  

--- 

Elections will be held at the December meeting. There is still time to nominate yourself or 
someone else (with their permission) for a spot on our board. Please consider giving some of 

your time and energy to our organization.  

What You Missed in November 
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bill without destroying the subject. She pointed me to a relatively-unknown 
scrapbooking product that not only performed the task, but also came with 
its own tool integrated into the bottleôs design! 

Specially designed for the removal (and repositioning, if desired) of errant 
stickers, Un-Du temporarily suspends adhesive, allowing you to gently 
separate the sticker from its piece without damaging either. As the stamp 
dries (usually within the range of between thirty seconds to two minutes), 
the adhesive ñre-activatesò and the sticker can be re-used, if desired. 

Experimenting with clipped Star Wars stamps, I was able to able to per-
fect a removal technique that generally took less than thirty seconds per 
stamp, using about a quarter-teaspoon of the product dispensed along itôs 
plastic scoop-like removal-tool attachment. The product did not disturb the 
stampôs ink in any way and after ten minutes face-down on a paper towel, 
a quick dusting of baby powder neutralized the small amount of remaining 
adhesive on the back of the stamp. 

As of this writing, I have used this product on about a hundred stamps 
with known soaking issues (including some that have been unsuccessfully 
water-soaked). All were easily released using Un-Du and the only damage 
to any of the stamps was from having soaked for hours in water. 

A note to those with sensitive skin: This product evaporates quickly, pro-
ducing a pronounced drying effect on skin. Follow all bottle directions and be sure to wash and mois-
turize thoroughly after use.  

Additional research of this product revealed that it has many other uses. Rebecca Ludens, scrap-
booking subject matter contributor on About.com's scrapbooking section wrote, "A word of caution: 
Un-Du has so many uses that if your spouse finds out you have it in your supplies you may need an-
other bottle. It can be used to remove stamps from envelopes, lift off the old stickers on car wind-
shields, remove bumper stickers, name tags, masking and duct tapes, and remove photos from old 
magnetic albums." 

Finding local supplies of this product presented yet another challenge. I finally had to search online 
to find a supplier, as local department stores, office supply outlets and craft chains did not seem to 
carry the brand. On a visit to family for Thanksgiving, a search of a local Michaelôs there yielded a 4-
ounce bottle, which retailed for around $6.00. Donôt be intimidated by the price, however, since an 
average stamp requires only about a dozen drops to saturate it and a few seconds of soaking to re-
move it. A bottle should last the óaverage collectorô several months, if not longer. 

The manufacturer also recently redesigned the bottleôs nozzle tip from an eye-dropper style to a self-
sealing one similar to those found on lighter-fluid bottles. 

The manufacturer also markets a moist towelette version for removing adhesive from surfaces, but I 
do not recommend this for philatelic use, mainly due to the cost and very limited use. It should also 
be noted that the towelette version is also very difficult to find, if you can locate a supplier at all. 

(Continued from page 1)  
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ôCraftyõ Solution 

A Few Drops and a Scoop  

A scrapbooking adhesive re-
mover with its own integrated 
tool is the new answer to trou-
blesome stamps whose adhe-
sive is not particularly water-
soluble. 
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John Cropper, Media Editor 

Former Escala Chief Executive Officer Greg 
Manning, the Escala Group and Ken Lawrence 
have reached settlement on a defamation law-
suit brought by Lawrence last year. 

In August 2004, Manning wrote a letter to the 
APS Board complaining that Lawrence was the 
instigator behind then-APS executive director 
Bob Lamb's decision to revoke the society 
privileges (specifically, advertising) of Escala 
affiliate Nutmeg Stamps. In order for a firm to 
advertise in APS publications, a principal must 
be a member-in-good-standing of the society. 
Nutmeg's president at the time, David M. 
Coogle, under his former name David Zelenak, 
was convicted of federal mail fraud in connec-
tion with his old stamp firm, Pittsburgh Parcel 
Poste, which also led to his expulsion from 
APS. 

Shortly after Greg Manning named David Coogle president of Nutmeg, 
Nutmeg held a first day cover auction that included a large number of fake 
cachets. "Fake cachets discovered in first-day cover hoard" by Carol Shel-
ton in the August 9, 2004, Linn's provided a detailed report. The author is 
the wife of Allison Cusick, Linn's columnist and chairman of the AFDCS 
expertising committee. 

One buyer at the sale attempted to file an APS complaint against Nutmeg 
after Nutmeg had declined to refund his purchase price, but APS could 
not accept the complaint because no Nutmeg official was a member after 
Levitt sold the company. At that point, APS revoked Nutmeg's advertising 
privileges. The issue was resolved eventually and advertising privileges 
were restored after Greg Manning named himself CEO of Nutmeg and re-
funds were offered to everyone who had bought the fake covers. 

According to court documents, Manning also alleged in the same 2004 
letter that Lawrence had posted in an online finance forum a message 
denigrating the viability of Greg Manning Auctions, Inc. (GMAI) stock. 

In December 2005, Manning filed a formal complaint with the APS that 
Lawrence had violated the APS Code of Ethics, items 11 and 12) and the 
Internet Code of Ethics.  

Those complaints and the lawsuit were the basis for the APS Board's reit-
eration in May 2006 of the society's policy against deciding complaints 

(Continued on page 6)  

Escala, Manning settle with Ken Lawrence 

Six-Figure Settlement  

Ken Lawrence settles his defa-
mation lawsuit with Escala and 
Greg Manning after only a 
year. 



Wayneõs Words: The Presidentõs Column 

Wayne A Gnatuk, President 

Would you or wouldnôt you? Itôs a question Iôve been playing with the last couple of weeks, and itôs a 
question Iôd like YOU to answer. 

You may remember my column from back in February of this year, the one where I wrote about 
StampWants.com having a lottery to give away a Jenny Invert at the end of this calendar year.  To 
enter the drawing, you just have to go to their website (www.stampwants.com), register an account, 
and then enter your name in the drawing.  You can enter every day.  If you havenôt done so already, 
you still can enter! 

When I first became aware of the Jenny Invert Give-Away in mid-January 2007, there were 6,655 
registered users.  Within a couple of weeks, the number was up to 8,112 users.  When I checked 
StampWants.com on December 2, theyôre up to 17,949 registered users.  They have more than dou-
bled their audience in less than a year, and Iôm betting thatôs mostly because of the Jenny Invert Lot-
tery.  (It would be interesting to know how many of those registered users are still logging onto the 
website once the Jenny Invert has gone to a new owner, but Iôll betcha we never know ï theyôre not 
about going to tell prospective sellers that the audience has suddenly shrunk to a much smaller 
number). 

A year ago, StampWants.comôs website said the Jenny Invert had a Scott Catalog Value of 
$275,000.  Less than a year later, itôs now got a SCV of $400,000.  (Although the StampWants.com 
Jenny Invert has a straight edge on the right side, which may mean itôs not worth the full 400K). 

So would I, or wouldnôt I?  Would you, or wouldnôt you?  If you win the StampWants.com lottery (the 
drawing will be on December 31), would you keep the Jenny Invert for your collection, or would you 
sell it?   

Shakespeare thought the question was about being or not being, but for some lucky person on De-
cember 31, deep in my heart, I do believe the question will actually be ñWill I, or wonôt I, keep it?ò 

I know what my answer will be (and Iôll tell you next month).  But how about you? 

Check out (and respond to) the questionnaire on page eight of this newsletter. 

 

OUR DECEMBER TRADITION, WITH MORE THAN EVER BEFORE  

Women in Presbyterian congregations in central and eastern Kentucky collect 
postage stamps throughout the year from incoming mail.  Once a year, this mis-
sion mixture is transported to and auctioned at our December club meeting. 

This year, I have received more used stamps from the Presbyterian Women 
than ever before.  Theyôll be broken down into several (still huge) lots, and 
theyôll go home with the highest bidder (or bidders). 

100% of the proceeds will go to the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram and will be used to alleviate hunger both globally and here 
in Kentucky. 

Bring your checkbook and be prepared to outbid your neighbor, all for a great cause! 

Page 5 Volume 20, Number 12 ā Whole Number 221 



Page 6 Henry Clay Stamp Notes 

while litigation was in progress. 

Lawrence first filed a writ of summons against Manning and Escala ð similar to his October 2007 
filing against the APS and various APS leaders ð in February, 2006. The actual complaint was filed 
November 20, 2006. 

As a result of the settlement, Lawrence has received $100,000 from Escala and Manning has with-
drawn complaints he made against Lawrence to the American Philatelic Society.  

Additionally, Lawrence must refrain from publishing any disparaging comments, in any medium, 
about Escala and its subsidiaries, or about Escala's transactions with Afinsa Bienes Tangibles, S.A. 
He also is enjoined from testifying as an expert witness in any litigation involving Escala's relation-
ship with Afinsa. The settlement does not prevent him from being subpoenaed as a standard witness 
in the Afinsa proceedings. As part of the agreement, Manning and Escala also agree to refrain from 
publishing any disparaging comments about Lawrence. 

Afinsa is currently embroiled in charges in Spain and Portugal that it marketed stamps as invest-
ments in a "pyramid scheme" that collapsed, wiping out retirement funds for thousands of people. 

As part of the settlement, all parties retain the right to file complaints with the APS about future 
events. 

Lawrence may continue to publish general opinions about the stamp market and stamp investments, 
as long as they refrain from mentioning Escala, Afinsa or Manning.  

(Continued from page 4)  

Lawrence Settlement 

APS Offers Great Holiday Gift for Juniors 

John Cropper, Media Editor 

The American Philatelic Society is offering a kit for young collectors that 
would make a perfect holiday gift. The APS' "Collect Stamps" box con-
tains everything a youngster would need to get started. 

It has "Your Guide to the Wonderful World of Stamps," 16 pages of ad-
vice on what to collect, how to get started and how to organize a collec-
tion; an album to start a collection of U.S. stamps; stamp tongs; a mag-
nifier; a perforation gauge; packets of used U.S. and foreign stamps; a 
U.S. and a foreign first-day cover; a U.S. stamp collectible pin; an enve-
lope of hinges to put the stamps into albums and a stock card to keep 
track of the collection. 

And it all comes for the stocking-stuffer price of $19.95 postpaid. The 
mailing also will include an application for a free six-month membership 
in the APS' Young Stamp Collectors of America, which allows the new collector to interact with peers 
online. 

For information, call (814) 933-3803 or go online at www.stamps.org and click on "APS Market-
place."   
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There were no new Kentucky cancellation this month at press time, so as has been the tradition, a 
holiday cancellation is being included for those looking for a special one for their Christmas cards. 

The address for requesting cancels is to the right of the cancel and requests must be postmarked 
within thirty days of the date of the cancel. Cancellation information is courtesy of The Postal Bulletin. 

Blast From the Past                                                        from the pages of Henry Clay Stamp Notes 

10 years ago this month  
(December 1997) 

Forty-four people signed in at 
the church, and we had many 
groups for our stamp hunt. 
Charlotte Love won a free club 
membership (for 1998), while 
Julius Clark took home the 
monetary door prize of $25. 

5 years ago this month  
(December 2002) 

Twenty-five people signed in 
for our Yankee Swap. We wel-
comed first-time visitors Jamie 
Mack and Neil A Petersen. 
Door prizes were won by 
Wayne A. Gnatuk and Rick 
Rave.  

15 years ago this month  
(December 1992) 

Numerous members took ad-
vantage of the Linnôs 50% off 
book offer published in our 
newsletter by Secretary Dave 
Klueh at our December meet-
ing. 

The Henry Clay Philatelic Society is a 501c3 non-profit organization dedicated to pro-
moting philately in central Kentucky. We meet monthly on the third Monday of every 
month at 7:00 PM at Broadway Christian Church, located at 2nd & Broadway in Lex-
ington, Kentucky. Annual membership dues are $15.00 and help defray the cost of 
services provided to our membership, including this monthly newsletter and monthly 
membership programs. Contact information for our elected officers and appointed staff 
is in the left-hand sidebar. We also offer an informational web site at 
www.henryclayphilatelic.org.  

About the Henry Clay Philatelic Society 



 

 

 

 
Information courtesy USPS, The Postal Bulletin, The Virtual Stamp Club.  

No New Issues Scheduled 

 

 No New Issues Scheduled 

Thursday 27th 
Rate Change Definitives 

United States New Issues (& First Day Servicing Information) 

December 

Great Britain New Issues 

December 

Canada New Issues 

December 

Wayne A Gnatuk, President 

Will you please answer the following brief questionnaire and return it to me by December 20?  You 
can either give it to me at our club meeting this month, email it to me at wgnatuk@alltel.net, or snail-
mail it to me by enclosing it in an envelope addressed to Wayne A. Gnatuk, 3927 Royster Road, 
Lexington KY 40516. 

Iôll tally up the answers and let you know the results in the January newsletter. 

Did you enter your name in the StampWants.com lottery for the Jenny Invert?  

___ Yes          ___ No 

If you answered yes, approximately how frequently did you enter your name in the drawing?  

___  Daily          ___ Weekly          ___ Monthly          ___ Just once  

If you were to win the Jenny Invert from StampWants.com (even if you didnôt enter the draw-

ing), would you keep it or sell it?  

___I would keep it.          ___I would sell it.  

Wayneõs Survey 

Information courtesy Royal Mail  

mailto:wgnatuk@alltel.net

